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applicable to temporal powers, it looked as if they affected secular grandeur, and therefore these appellations were prohibited by subsequent councils, and soon after they were called Archbishops. The learned Glossographer Spelrnan tells us, it was a title first known in the east part of the world; and that <on-e Symion, who lived in the reign of Constantine, was called, by Sozomen the historian, Archbishop of Seleucia, because he presided over the chief cities of Persia, But Epiphanrus tells us, that Peter Bishop of Alexandria was dignified with the title of an Archbishop in the reign of Dioclesian, who governed the empire about twenty-two years before Constantine, under whose reign the Church had some respite from persecution ; and about one hundred years afterwards Pope Zepherinus, in his first decretal epistle, took upon himself that title ; and afterwards, when the Church was free from persecution, then we read of Metropolitans, for such there were in the great Nicene Council, it being about that time when he who was Bishop of the capital city of a province had th.e inspection and superintendency over all the Bishops in that province, and from thence he was called a Metropolitan. It is a question whether there were any Archbishops in the Western Church at that time; we are aware that it is agreed on all hands that such there were in the Eastern Church a long time before : but some men will not admit that decretal epistle of Zepherinus to be genuine; it is true, Bede tells us that St. Augustine, who lived two hundred years after that Pope, was the first Archbishop here, and that he was ordained to that dignity by the Archbishop of Aries; but this must be understood of the manner of speaking in Bede's time, which was about three hundred years after St. Augustine, for when he lived there was no Archbishop in the Western Church; it is plain that neither the Bishop of Aries nor St. Augustine were such; for if they had, it is probable that Gregory the Great would have given them that title in some of his epistles, which he has not done, neither does Marculfus, who lived in that age, take notice of any such dignity in the Western Church ; but it is certain, that when heresies and schisms broke in upon the Church, which were chiefly occasioned by churchmen themselves, it seemed necessary to fix a Me-